BULLETS SANG "DEATH"

= en, the Battle We it On.

“*HERE WE ARE! HERE WE STAY!

'tw f’_ﬂle Vietors Faceid Spanish Re-
_ serves—Shori Range For the Cav-
~alry om San Juan Crest—FPearson’s
_ Infantry Carried the Line Forward
Beyond Al Others. »: - -
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blockhcnse . had

P right and to the
¢.4 loft, the Span-
£ -|iards still held

72%on. At this time
. { part of the Third,

Ninth and Tenth
‘cavalry and
rough riders

: : wrere on the ridge
nm:&crf. the blockhouse, where

at the blockhouse had not yet fallen
“they reached the crest of the
- However, the infantry said that
they fired from the capiured blockhouse
~urd vicinity upon the retreating Span-
fards and at their second line. Many
‘gallant fellows.of Wilioff’s and Haw-
‘ brigades fell after the blockhouse
in the possession of the Americans.
‘Among these’ was Licutenant Ord of
‘Hawking’ staff, who broke away from

rd’s conduct that dav was heroic, his
path most tragic. When the brigade
/a8 at the " creck, deploying for “the at-
‘tack, he had said by way of encourage-
“ment, *“You can take i in 30 minates.”
‘Major-Forse of the First cavalry, who
ent forward with >his . battalion after
‘capture of ““Kettle” hill, was also
The infantry reformed lines at the
blockhouse and took position to resist a
‘threatened from the Spaniards in front.
blockhouse was a brick building,
Jogpholed, with trenches on each flank
‘and in front. West of it, toward Santi-
ago, the ground falls into a deep depres-
sion. - Six bundred yards westward, on
‘both sides of the main road to Santiago,
the Spapish had strong works. On the
ican right and left of this depres-
“gion the heights are abrupt, and pos-
session of these was essential to the
“holding of the blockhouss as well as of
“Kettle” hill, because the heights on
‘the American right .of the blockhouse
“itself are higher tban ‘‘Kettle’” hill.
- As soon as the cavalry took possession
‘of “Kettle’” hill, as already described,
- many of the soldiers had rushed for-
~ ward to the west crest and opened with
~~_ their carbines upon the Spaniards
~ around the heights in front. Majors
- and captains got their battalions and
- troops together and with a cheer charged
- forward. . Two troops of the Third cav-
alry, led by Major Wessels, Captains
Morton, Hunter and Morgan, dashed
straight for the bnilding known as the
. San Juan House. Ths Ninth and Tenth
cavalry, with part of the rough riders,
seemed to strike for the house, but
owing to obstractions the line became
- mized. On this charge there were some
-~ casualties. Captain Bigelow and Lieu-
' tenant Roberts of the Tenth were wound-
ed in charging down from ‘‘Kettle’ hill
~ into the swale, and Captain McCoy
. was wonnded in ascending the ridge.
& in O’Neil, of therough riders, was
- Killed. Soon after reaching the house
Major Wessels and Captain Hunter of
the Third were hit. The fall of Major
Wessels left the command of the regi-
= ment in the hands of Captain Morton.
~ - TroopsI apd B, under Boughton and
" Dugan, coming up from San Juan block:
house, joined, and Morton pushed for-
ward 265 yards to the crest of theridge.
The Ninth and part of theg;ongh riders
were off to the right of that point, and
Captdin Galbraith, with Lieutenant
Berkeley and two troops of the First
cavalry, was also there.
The Sixth cavalry had Eept in toach
- with the infantry all the way up the
= hill to San Juan blockBouse, and, reach-
ing the crest, was on the left of the
Tenth. Thus tue cavalry had a strong
line upon the hizhest part of the ridge
estending from tbe Santiago road north-
ward toward the El Caney road, ready
to form connection with Lawton’s left,
according to plan. Tnese troops imme-
diately began intrenching, some using
tin plates and fingers, and others, es-
pecially tbs Tenth cavalry, i0ols brought
along on their backs. The right of the
line was under fire from a blockbouse
off toward the E! Caney road. Parker
took his guns up the bhill, and, under
the direction of cavalry officers, used
them with good effect. It was believed
at the time that the Spaniards were
ready for a counter attack. The Ninth
cavalry on the right of the line, being
only one battalion strong, acked for help
! from theinfantry, and finally Kent sent
to its assistance some of the blockhouse
victors—pamely, the Thirteenth infan-

As San Juan blockbouse was situated
on the crest of the bridge no advance
was made by Wikoff’s and Hawkins’
troope. They intrenched the line from
the San Jnan road, ths Sixth cavalry
position, southward, using for this work
the Krag-Jorgensen beyonet, which is
simply a very heavy knife with a blade
tbout an inch and a half wide. Haw-
i:ns’ brigade, which bad iost the heavi-
ezt of any in climbing the hill and was
also weakened by the defection of some
hundreds of volunteers, had been

T ——————————— —
S strengthened early 1n the day by the

unter attack, which a little later was |.

Twenty-ficst infantry from Pearson’s
Second brigade. Thisregiment had been
detached by General Kent to assist
Hawkins, but owing to the crowded
road had not got into position in time to
charge with the Sixth and Sixteenth.
However, it lost under the fire at the
creek and also in ascending the hill
close upon the hesis of the other regi-
“ments. '

Meanwhile what of the crest south-
west of the blockhouse, the region
which seems to have been most easy for
attack by the Spaniards? Kent’s Second
brigade, under Pearson, as before stated,
had orders to rest its left mpon & green
knoll on the same ridge with a block-
house 600 yards south. With that Pear-
son’s orders stopped. When this bri-
gade, consisting of the Second and
Tenth, crossed the creek, the fire had
somewhat abated. Still the battle was
roaring on the right and men were drop-
ping all around. Wikoff was lying dead
in the bed of the stream. In order to
advance it was necessary to break the
line into columns of fours. The water
was two to three feet deep aed the
banks lined withk thick brush. Entering
the field, the column was struck by a
heavy fire, but it swept on, passing San
Juan blockhouse on the left of Wikoft’s
and Hawkins’ troops, driving the Span-
iards from hill to hill to their trenches
over the crest. Taking position on the
crest at a distance varying form 400 to
1,000 yards from the advanced Spanish
trenches and batteries, the brigade held
out against a terrible fire. Themen lay
down under the shelter of the crest and

fired steadily, not having time to in-

trench. :

The experience of Pearson is an ex-
ample of the complications that may
impel a subordinate to anticipate his
chief. After the brigade had established
itself on the front lize, to the left of
the captured blockhouse, one of Kent's
aids came up with an order to Pearson
to make the very move he had already
carried out. “During Ahe day Kent had
modified his original orders to Pearson.

If is of conrse impossible to depict
the condition of the troops in the line
when night closed in. Words fail to ex-

it. The heat was awful; the men
were soaked through and through; they
had had no food since morning and no
prepared meal then and bad none that
night, excepting in a few cases where
packs were brought up from the bed of
the creek on the shoulders of already
wornout soldiers. The ground was very

 hard, being composed in some places of

calcarecus rock.. There was no grum-
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SAX JUAN BATTLEFIELD.

bling, no depression of spirits, only de-
termination to hold on, and a wish for
support, although, while they did not
know it, there was none to give them.
All the infantry and cavalry were on
the front line’and the .only help to be
looked for was she coming of Lawton
down the E! Caney road. to threaten the
Spaniards on the unprotected side of
Santiago.

Lawton rmoved up, it’s true, but not
until after midright and then unseen by
the Spaniards, until he reached their
pickets, about 600 yards from the right
of the cavalry line on the crest, as be-
fore stated. There he halted, and sent
back to Shafter for remewal of orders.
Calls for support for the troops in-
trenched on the San Juan ridge bad, of
course, reached Shafter at various times
during the afternoon and evening of the
1st, and he told Lawton that as things
stood the quickest way to get in position
in aid of Wheeler’s line was to counter-
march to the crossroads southwest of El
Caney and come back to El Poso, thence
to San Juan ridge.

Nothing definite has yet been made
known as to the strength of the Span-
jards on San Juan ridge. The garrison
of Santiago is placed at 10,000 befcre
the much talked of Pando’s column
reacked there. It would have been pos-
sible to have sent half the garrison or
more from the main trenches to San
Juan_ridge after it was apparent that
the Americans were to attack there in
force. Why it was not done only the
Spanish generals can esplain. A French
officer in the Spanish service told one of
his counirymen in the Third cavalry
that the Spaniards were ‘amazed at the
persistency of the Americans in push-

ing forward against San Juan ridge in |

tho face of the pitiless fire which was
poured at them at the crossing and
while ascending the slopes. He also said
that when the Spanish troops were
driven over the crest of the ridge the
men in their second line had to hold
their fire for fear of killing friends, and
that that resulted in demoralizing them
quite as much as those driven out of the
front trenches were demoralized by be-
ing compelled to beat a retreat; hence
there could be no attempt at a coun-
ter charge, juet at the time when it

would be more effective—that is, at the
very moment of American success. It is

well known to fighting men that the
very moment of success and high exul-
tation is the most dangerous for the as-
saulting column. Strength is exhausted
in the effort to take a position, but once
the victors have time to get breath and
come to a full realization that the posi-
tion is theirs they will die in their
tracks before giving it up. Every mo-
ment that the Spaniards delayed coun-
ter attack on San Juan ridge made the
Americans o much stronger.
(3EORGE L. KILMER.

Good Sewing Machines from $10.00 up at
Racdle’s.

There isn’t a weak point anywhere about
he White Sewing Msachiue—M. B. Randle
gelis them.
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Train No. 77, going west makes daylight
coanection at Laocaster with the L. & C. R.
R, at Rock Hill with the Southern R. R
goiog north, at Blacksburg with the South-
ern. Tiam No. 78, going east makes connec-
\ion at Marion, N. C., with the Soutbern R.
R , at Blacksborg with Soutbera aod at Lan-
caster with L. & C. R. R. Traio No. 81,
going east makes conpection at Shelby, N.
C. with theS. A. L R. R, goingeast. All
local freight trains will carry passengers if
provided with tickets.

§. B. LUMPKIN,
Division Passenger Agent.
L. A SEMERSON, Traffic Mansger
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No. 55 No. 35 No. 32  No.té1
p. m. Lv Denmark, 417 pm
Leave Wilmington *3 45 Lv Oraugeburg, 4 (0 pm
Leave Marion 6 34 Lv Pregoells, 10 00 am
Arrive Florence T 15 Ar Creston, 3 50 pm
p.m. & m. Le Crecton, 513 pm
Leave Floreocs *7 45 %3 25 Ar Sumter, 6 03 pm
Arrive Samter 857 429 Lv Sumter,§ 6 40 pm
No. 52 Ar Eliiott, 720 pm
Leave Samter 8 57 *9 40 Atavssiiogion; s AL
Arrive Columbia 10 20 11 00

No. 52 rops through from Charleston via
Central R. R, leaviog Cbarleston 7a.m.,
Lenes 8 3¢ a m, Maoning 909a m

TRAINS GOING NORTE.

Fo. 54 No. b3,
a.m. p.m.
Leave Columbia #6 50 *4 00
Arrive Samter 815 513
No. 32
%.m. p.m.
Leave Sumter 8 15 %6 06
Arrive Florence 930 725
a, m.
Leave Florence 10 00
Leave Marion 10 40
Arrive Wilmiogton 1 25

#Daily. TDaily except Sunday.

No 53ruos throogh to Charleston, S. C.,
via Central R. R., arriviog Meoning 5 41 p
m, Lanes 6.17 p m, Goarleston 7 35 p m.

Trains on Conway Branch leave Chadbourn
11.563 a m, arrive Cooway 1.35 p m, return-
ing leave Conoway 245 p m, arrive Cbaa-
booru 5 156 p m, lesve Chadbourn 5 30 p m,
srrive Hub 6.10 p m, returning leave Hub
19 25 a m, arrive Cbadbourn 11.00a m, Daily
except Sunday.

J. R. KENLY, Gen'l Manager.

T. M. EMERSON, Traffic Manager.

| H. AL EMERSON, Gen'! Pass. Agent.
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‘I'raice 82 and 35 carry throogh Puoliman
Palace Buffet Sleepiog cars between New
York and Macon via Augusta.
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BOOKS WORTH READING.

A Romn‘nce of Summer Seas—Byw
Varina Aone Davig, $1.25.

A Little Sister of the Wilderness—By
Lilian Ball, $1.25.

A Houvse:Boat on the Styx—By Jobn
Kendrick Bangs, $1 25.

The Lioo of Janioa—By Maurus
Joki, $1 25.

Red Rock—By
Page, $1 50.

Tte King’s Jackal—By Richard Hard-
ing Davis, $1.26.

Aoy book publisbed will be ordered for
our customers, if we haven’t it in stock.

Thomas Nelson |

H. G. OSTEEN & CO.

Morocco, Rassian Leather, Alligator, french Seal; plain, Sterling
Silver and Gold mounted.

Lap Tablets—A most usefal and durable article, more convenient than a
writing desk—T5¢c to $3 '

Gold Pens.
Fountain Pens—Waterman’s and Wirts $1.50 to $5.00

Ink Stands—Dozens of Artistic Designs, 25¢ to $2.50

Smoker’s Sets—In several desigos.
Choice Stationery—In handsome boxes. 75¢ to $2.50
Correspondence Paper—10c to 75c per box.

Fine Writing Paper in pound packages and qug;_tgx_;._‘_'
reams, envelopes to match. e

Correspondence Cards and Envelopes.
Petite and Fairy Stationery for little men and littie womes.

1

Pencil Boxes and Scholar’s Companions 5¢, and up.

Book Bags 5c and up.
Dennison's Embossed, Floral and Standard Crepe Paper for lamp

shades and decorative work, 50c, 40c, 25¢
Dennison’s imported Tissue Paper and material for artificial fiowers.

Lamp Shade Frames—three sizes, six shapes.

Imported Paper Doll Shapes, jointed limbs. N
Dissected Maps. Alphabet Blocks, Dissected Games, Building Blocks,
Games, Marbles and Harmonicas.
Medsallion Pictures—artistic and beautifal, a choice selection of sub-
jects—all prices; come and see them. .
New Books Worth Reading.
By James Lane Allen: The Choir Invisible, $1 50
Flute and Violin, 150
By Heory Sienkiewicz: Quo Vadis, illustrated (e
. With Fire and Sword, illustrated, 70
By Anthony Hope: Rupert of Hentzau, ' 150
By Lilian Beli: A Littie Sister to the Wilderness, 125
By Maurus Jokai: The Lion of Janina. 125
By Jobn Kendrick Bangs: A House Boat on the Styx, 125
By S R. Crocket: Red Axe, 150
By Mrs Burton Harrisog : Good Americaos, 150 ~
By Gertrude Atherton: American Wives and Eonglish Hus-
bands, 1580
By Amelia Barr: The Bow of Yellow Ribbon, 50
Jan Vedder’'s Wife, 50

A Christmas Gift Every Month in the Year.
A Subscription to a Standard Magazine.

We receive subscriptions to all Magazines.

ol .

A Full Stock of Stationery, Blank Books, Office
Fixtures, Inks, Letter Books; etc.

We take pleasure in showing our goods and invite all to visit

our store when they are “locking around.”
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